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Take the necessary steps to make your children


 lead-safe.


Take ADVANTAGE of this free lead testing opportunity!














“Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole.” 


                                               Roger Caras








Lead-Safe Roanoke II is hosting a FREE blood lead screening for children under age six living in The City of Roanoke.


Friendly technicians will be on-site to test kids for possible lead poisoning. The lead test is a simple finger prick and is very quick.


Children who participate in this event will have lots of fun! Movies, games and crafts will be part of the event festivities. 


When:


Wednesday, March 10th  2010�10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.


Where:


The Jefferson Center                                                                                                                            541 Luck Avenue, SW                                                                                                                  Roanoke VA 24016


Contacts:


Marla Robertson - Education and Outreach Coordinator or                                                                     Ann Weaver - Program Manager (540) 853-5682


Parents and other caregivers are invited to bring their children to be screened for Lead Poisoning.


The event is being held in collaboration with the Jefferson College of Health Sciences, Virginia Western Community College, Virginia Department of Health, The City of Roanoke and The Lead-Safe Roanoke II Program.


A recent report found that children exposed to lead can suffer lowered IQ, delayed mental and physical development and even death.











Blood Lead Screening


A blood lead test is the only way to know if a child has been exposed to lead. The initial blood


lead test received by a child in a given year is called a lead screening. Screening children for


lead poisoning allows for early identification and treatment, which can reduce the chance that an


exposed child will suffer permanent neurological damage.








�











Grant Funding Is Available





Lead-Safe Roanoke II is a grant-funded program designed to reduce lead poisoning in children under age 6 by stabilizing lead-based paint hazards found in rental and single-family homes built in The City of Roanoke prior to 1978. 





AT NO COST to homeowners and landlords, UFUNDS ARE AVAILABLE Uto help stabilize deteriorating lead-based paint hazards in your homes and/or rental units.





For additional information or an application to participate in the program, call:





Lead-Safe Roanoke II


540-853-5682


or visit us online:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.roanokeva.gov/leadsafe" ��www.roanokeva.gov/leadsafe�


Applicants must pre-qualify to participate in the Lead-Safe program 
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Free Lead Screening for Kids
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Lead Poisoning in Dogs
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How to obtain more information about recalls�The CPSC asks that parents check for possible recalls of their children’s toys and take the toys away immediately if they have been recalled. Photos and descriptions of recalled toys can be found at H� HYPERLINK "http://www.cpsc.gov" \t "_blank" �Uhttp://www.cpsc.govU�H or call 1-800-638-2772. complicated terms.








Some of the health problems that may be seen in a pet suffering from lead poisoning include: 


Upset stomach and stomach pain 


Lack of appetite


Vomiting


Diarrhea


Blood in feces


Inability to sleep


Depression


Hysterical barking (especially a problem if your pet is not a dog)


Seizures with chomping fits (check lead levels before suspecting epilepsy)


Blindness (rare)


Death (if not treated) 


The blood test for pets is the same as the one for humans but at about one-fifth the cost. Usually lead poisoning in dogs is treated with a drug called Succimer, which has shown to be effective in lowering blood lead levels. 














Say YES to the Test!








Are All Toys Considered Equal?


Children may be exposed to lead, a well known health hazard. Toys that have been made in other countries and then imported into the U.S. or antique toys and collectibles passed down through generations put children at risk for such exposure.  To reduce these risks, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) issues recalls of toys that could potentially expose children to lead.





Lead may be used in two aspects of toy manufacturing:





  Paint: Lead may be found in the paint on toys.  In 1978 It was banned in house paint, on products marketed to children, in dishes, and in cookware manufactured in the United States. However, lead is widely used in other countries and therefore,can still be found on imported toys. It may also be found on older toys made in the United States before the ban.





  Plastic: The use of lead in plastics has not been banned in the US. It softens the plastic and makes it more flexible so that it can go back to its original shape. It may also be used in plastic toys to stabilize molecules from heat when the plastic is exposed to substances such as sunlight, air, and detergents, the chemical bond between the lead and plastics breaks down and forms a dust.





How your child may be exposed�Lead is invisible to the naked eye and has no smell. Children may be exposed to it from consumer products through normal hand-to-mouth activity, which is part of their normal development. They often place toys, fingers, and other objects in their mouth, exposing themselves to lead paint or dust. 





Are YOU concerned about your child’s exposure?


Most children with elevated blood lead levels have no symptoms. The only way to tell is to have a blood lead test. If you have any reason to suspect that your child has been exposed to a toy containing lead, remove the toy immediately. Your health care provider can help you decide whether such a test is needed and can also recommend treatment if your child has been exposed.


       


How to obtain more information about recalls�The CPSC asks that parents check for possible recalls of their children’s toys. Photos and descriptions of recalled toys can be found at H� HYPERLINK "http://www.cpsc.gov" \t "_blank" �Uhttp://www.cpsc.govU�H or


call 1-800-638-2772. 


























� HYPERLINK "http://www.recalllawsuit.com/wp-content/uploads/lead-paint-book1.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.recalllawsuit.com/wp-content/uploads/lead-paint-book1.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����

















PLACE PHOTO HERE,


OTHERWISE DELETE BOX











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://media.komonews.com/images/071207_lead_toys.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���














A red plastic dot sewn in the Big Rex book contains high levels of lead. Lead is toxic if ingested by young children and can cause adverse health effects.








Manufacturers are required to test their products for federal safety standards, but toys containing lead continue to slip through US inspectors into the hands of unsuspecting consumers.








 Lead-Safe Roanoke II











Noel C Taylor Municipal Building


215 Church Ave, SW 


Suite 310


Roanoke, Virginia 24011





E: www.roanokeva.gov/leadsafe


P: 540-853-5682


F: 540-853-5685
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Lead Found in Children’s Toys 





Can Man’s Best Friend                    Get Lead Poisoning?


Lead poisoning can occur in dogs when the concentration of lead in the blood reaches levels that start to cause symptoms. This will occur more commonly in dogs that ingest lead-based paint chips or dust during the remodeling of older homes. It can also occur when dogs eat items that contain lead such as toys, drapery weights, fishing weights, lead shot, and tile. Some types of insulation can also cause lead poisoning if ingested. Drinking water from an improperly glazed bowl or leaded pipes can cause lead poisoning.  Usually, the symptoms are observed after the dog ingests enough lead over a short period of time, such as licking lead-based paint dust from its haircoat over a day or two. However, low amounts eaten over a longer time can also build up in the body.





Lead affects many organs especially the nervous system. Symptoms include lack of appetite, vomiting, abdominal pain, constipation then diarrhea, chomping of jaws, blindness, seizures, muscle  spasms and lack of coordination. 





Prevention is aimed at keeping the dog from ingesting lead. For example, if you are remodeling and the paint contains lead, the dog should not be allowed in the area, and appropriate precautions should be taken to prevent human exposure (contact Lead-Safe Roanoke II for more information). Dogs may ingest paint chips or dust from licking their haircoat. Any lead-containing item that may be ingested should be out of reach of pets (and children). If one pet in the house develops lead poisoning, it is a good idea to test the blood lead level in all pets and people in the household especially small children.





�





�





Keep your pets safe from lead exposure.


 When remodeling place pets in a safe area.











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2168/2189294402_26869e7c2d.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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